
 

 

 We are pleased to pre-
sent The Davis Family as our 
Featured Family for this issue.  
Greg and SeBrain Davis, along 
with their children, SaVaughn 
and Greg, Jr., joined Greater 
Pearlie Grove on August 23, 
2015.  They are from Houston, 
TX, but after living in the Se-
attle, WA area, Seoul South Ko-
rea, Germany, and Augusta, GA, 
they are now stationed here in 
Jackson, MS.  Mr. Greg Davis is 
an Officer in the United States 
Army, currently working at Jack-
son State University in Army 
ROTC.  Mrs. SeBrain Davis is in 
Acquisitions for the Department 
of Defense, currently at L-3 in 
Madison.   

 The Davis Family decided 

to join Greater Pearlie Grove be-

cause they noticed the church was 

committed to teaching about roles 

within the family.  They felt the Spir-

it of the Lord and loved the family 

environment.  They are members of 

the Usher and Nursery Ministries, as 

well as Girl Scouts.  When not 

participating in church activi-

ties, The Davis Family enjoys 

spending time with each other 

making music with instru-

ments, watching movies, and 

eating at various restaurants 

and eateries.  They are an ac-

tive family that works out to-

gether, swims, and travels.  Mr. 

and Mrs. Davis agree that they 

love to try new things, have 

fun, and enjoy life.  When 

asked about a particular Bible 

verse or motto that guides 

their family, they chose Proverbs 

3:6.  “He will crown your efforts 

with success…” Their motto… 

“Make light your load”, which 

means, not to let burdens or 

troubles deter you from your des-

tiny or true path. 
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“In everything you do, put God first, and he will direct you and 

crown your efforts with success.”  

Proverbs 3:6 (TLB) 



 

 

 Are you in need of 
a competent insurance 
agent who can help with 
your policy and help you 
build financial wealth too?  
 Look no further; meet 
Kenny and Jessica Wil-
son. The Wilsons are cli-
ent-focused, experienced, 
full-service insurance 
agents and full-service 
servants at Greater 
Pearlie Grove Missionary 
Baptist Church. Mr. and 
Mrs. Wilson   have operat-
ed two (2) insurance com-
panies under the umbrella 
of Allstate Insurance 
Company in Jackson and Inde-
pendent (Lighthouse) Insur-
ance Company in Rankin 
County for approximately five 
(5) years.  
 
 Brother Wilson  serves 
on It’s a Man’s Thang Ministry. 
Sister Wilson  serves on the 
Christians Under Construction 
Ministry, Jesus Using Sisters 
Ministry, and the Nursery Min-
istry.  
 

 Brother Kenny Wilson 
 was born in the Mississippi 
Delta in the small township of 
Pace. He received a bachelor 
degree in mathematics from 
Jackson State University and 
an Engineering Degree from 
Mississippi State University. 
He served over 20 years in the 
Navy where he commanded 
airplanes. This gave him an 
opportunity to travel around the 
world. After twenty years of 
flight, he decided to place his 
feet on solid ground and 

served as State Con-
tractor with the Mis-
sissippi Department 
of Information Tech-
nology Services be-
fore starting his ca-
reer in insurance and 
investment sales. 
Sister Jessica Wilson 
 was born in the City 
of Jackson. She re-
ceived a bachelor 
degree in Business 
Administration from 
Jackson State Uni-
versity and has 
worked in the field of 
banking and insur-

ance for over ten (10) years.  
 
 The Wilsons have three 
(3) children Tarki Wilson, 25, 
who resides in Little Rock Ar-
kansas; McKennley Wilson, 18, 
a freshman at Georgia Tech 
University, and Kendall Wilson, 
16, a junior at Ridgeland High 
School. 
 
 Contact The Wilsons for 
your insurance and/or invest-
ment strategy needs. 
 

   Insured?  Investment Strategy? 

by Sis. LaVonne McGee 
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Myia Harris is a young 
lady that knows her worth and 
her identity in Christ.  Harris’s 
ambition and involvements are 
a testament that Christian 
youth can accomplish much if 
they remain in God’s will. 

Harris, 19, has been a 
member of GPG for 6 years. 
She is the daughter of Terry 
and Sharon Harris and has one 
older brother, Terrance.  Harris 
graduated from Clinton High 
School in 2016 and is now a 
sophomore at Hinds Commu-
nity College in Raymond, MS.  
At Hinds, Harris serves as a 
Resident Assistant in Allen-
Dukes-Whitaker Hall, Summer 
Orientation Leader, and is the 
newly elected Student Body 
President for the 2017-2018 
school term.  Once Harris 
graduates from Hinds, her plan 
is to attend Delta State Univer-
sity where she will obtain her 
Bachelors and Masters degrees 
in Speech and Hearing Sciences 
to become a Speech-Language 
Pathologist. 

At GPG, Harris works on 
the A/V ministry, College Minis-
try, and JUS/TWEENS.  What she 
loves most about her church 
family is that there is no judge-
ment.  Harris states, “No matter 
what happens in your life, 
whether you make a mistake or 

you make the wrong decisions, 
our church takes you under their 
wings and embraces you and 
gives you that new direction in 
life. I could literally talk about my 
problems to anyone in that 
church because no matter how 
bad your situation or problem is, 
they do not judge.” 

In her spare time, Harris 
enjoys spending time with her 

family and friends. Some of 
her favorite pastimes are 
playing volleyball, going on 
adventures with friends, 
hunting with her dad, and 
napping when she gets a 
chance. 

Harris’s favorite Bible 
scripture is Proverbs 31:10, 
“Who can find a virtuous 
woman? For her price is far 
above rubies”. It serves as a 
reminder to her that no one 
can tell you what you’re 
worth but yourself and it is 
motivation to her to be a 
better person than she is 
and not let anyone tell you 
any different.  Harris’s words 
of advice to other youth is to 
not let anyone or anything 
stop you from reaching your 
goals.  She says that this 
world is quick to discrimi-
nate or put down African-
American teens, but Chris-
tian youth should show the 
world that they can do eve-
rything as much as the next 
person.  Harris advises, “If 
you see an opportunity go 
for it, even if it means travel-
ing down the path by your-
self. If it is in God’s will, He 
will open the door for you 
without you even moving a 
finger”. 
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Miss Myia Harris 

by Sis. Karla Edwards 



 

 

As members of the Greater 

Pearlie Grove family, we are 

truly blessed to have a Pastor 

who is accessible.  With that 

said, we do not want to be 

responsible for taking away 

from his true calling, which is 

to teach, preach, and to ex-

hort.  Enter the initial role of 

the deacon, which first ap-

peared in the Word of God in 

Acts 6:1-4, which says, “There 

were arguments between the 

Greek speaking and Hebrew 

speaking widows over the 

distribution of food.  The 

twelve disciples found it nec-

essary to find seven good 

men to serve the tables so 

they would not be required to 

leave the Word of God.”  Any 

Greater Pearlie Grove mem-

ber knows that our under 

shepherd believes in things 

done decent and in order, as 

he takes his instructions from 

an orderly God (1 Cor 14:40).  

If you have served in the mili-

tary or worked in any large 

corporation, you know the 

significance of following the 

“chain of command.”  Greater 

Pearlie Grove is no exception.  

The duties of the deacons are 

varied.  One of the principle 

duties of the deacons is serv-

ing the table of the church.  

This includes “caring for those 

matters within the congrega-

tion that will ease the burden 

off the Pastor.”  In following 

the chain of command, some 

matters may be taken care of 

simply by (1) contacting the 

church’s Administrative Staff, 

(2) Utilizing the services of 

your Deacon, (3) If the issue 

or matter cannot be resolved 

by the Deacon Ministry, the 

chairman of the Deacon’s 

Ministry will then elevate the 

matter to the Pastor.  By fol-

lowing this chain of com-

mand, it will free up the Pas-

tor to focus on shepherding 

the “spiritual” needs of the 

congregation.  
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Group 1 – ABCDEF 

Anthony Clay  A – B 

Daryl Jones  B – C 

Willie Tucker  C – D 

Willis Garrison D – E 

Hamp Hooten E – F  

 

Group 2 - GHIJKL 

Van Jefferson  G - H 

Willie Hughes H – I  

Herman Mainor I – J  

Michael Davis J – K  

Andrew Moncure K – L  

 

Group 3 – MNOPQRS 

James Hart  M – N 

Jonas James  N – O 

Michael Parks O – P  

Terry Harris  P – R  

Johnny Robinson R – S 

 

Group 4 – STUVWXYZ 

Leonard Taylor S – T 

Levorn Lipsey  T – U  

Larry McCook V – W 

Anthony Stewart W – X 

Greg Walker  X – Z 

Deacon’s Corner:  Serving the Table of the Church 

Following the Chain of Command 
by Brother Anthony Stewart 



 

 

The art of debating has 

been an integral part of 

our society for centuries. 

Ideas, philosophies, and 

religion have all been 

topics of debate. In this 

issue of “Little Known 

Black History Facts” we 

will celebrate the life of 

Melvin B. Tolson: the po-

et, politician, columnist, 

author, and educator at Wiley 

College in Marshall, Texas. 

Melvin Tolson was born Feb-

ruary 6, 1898 to Reverend 

Alonzo and Lera Tolson.  Ini-

tially, Melvin Tolson enrolled 

at Fisk University, but trans-

ferred to Lincoln University 

and graduated with honors in 

1924. He continued his edu-

cation at Columbia University, 

Little Known Black History Fact 
By Olmec Martin 
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receiving his Master’s Degree. 

Melvin B. Tolson’s thesis “The 

Harlem Group of Negro Writ-

ers” allowed him the oppor-

tunity to interview many of 

the writers of the Harlem Re-

naissance. Melvin has other 

literary works, such as the po-

ems “The Birth of John Henry” 

and “A Song for Myself” to 

name a few. Melvin B. Tolson 

was well-decorated in ed-

ucation and literature, 

but some of his most in-

famous highlights were 

his accomplishments 

teaching English and 

Speech at the prestigious 

Wiley College. Tolson 

built an award winning 

debate team, which be-

came one of the pioneers 

in interracial college debating. 

Today, we are probably more 

familiar with his character de-

picted by actor Denzel Wash-

ington in the film The Great 

Debaters. Melvin B. Tolson 

died of cancer August 29, 

1966, but his influence on the 

children of his generation still 

lives today.  
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2017 Baccalaureates 

Ms. Tiwari McLain successfully completed her Master’s degree in Instructional Technology at The Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi in December 2016.  Her undergraduate degree came from Alcorn State 
University where she studied Agricultural Economics.  Her future plans are to complete her Doctorate in 
Educational Leadership.  Here at Pearlie Grove, Tiwari serves in the Social Media, Singles for Christ, Mass 
Choir, Praise and Worship, CUC and Jesus Using Sisters Ministries.  Tiwari’s favorite scripture is, Proverbs 
3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”  

 

Miss. Kayla J. Singleton, daughter of Steven and Rita Singleton, graduated from Clinton High School on 
May 26, 2017 and plans to attend Jackson State University.  Kayla was enrolled in the Summer Bridge 
Program where she plans to begin pursuing a dual major in Civil Engineering and Art.  While at Clinton 
High School of the Arts, Kayla’s honors included placing first in the Photography/Mix Media Art Contest 
and being crowned Prom Queen.  She was also a member of the Art Club. Here at Pearlie Grove, Kayla 
serves in the AV, Youth, Nursery, and CUC Ministries.  Her favorite scripture is Deuteronomy 31:6, “Be 
strong and courageous.  Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who goes with 
you.  He will not leave you or forsake you.”   
 
Mr. Kolby Woods, son of Ms. Angela Noble, graduated from Terry High School on May 18, 2017.  He 
plans to attend Jackson State University and major in Civil Engineering.  While at Terry High School, Kol-
by was an Honors student, Hall of Fame, and was a member of National Honor Society.  He was also a 
member of the National Beta Club and Student Council.  Here at Pearlie Grove, Kolby serves in the Blue-
print and Sounds of Unity Choir Ministries.  He also attends Christians under Construction and is a 
mentee in the United Youth Mentoring Organization.  His favorite scripture is Philippians 4:13, “I can do 
all things through Christ who strengthens me.”  His favorite quote is, “Not all of us can do great things, 
but we can do small things with great love,” by Mother Teresa.   
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2017 Baccalaureates 

Mr. Jeffery Johnson, son of Jeffery and Kenssie Johnson, graduated from Clinton High School on May 26, 
2017 and plans to attend Hinds Community College and University of Southern Mississippi.  Jeffery 
wants to become a Psychiatrist.   While at Clinton High School, Jeffery was a member of the FCA leader-
ship and Spanish Club.  Here at Pearlie Grove, Jeffery serves in the Usher, Blueprint, and Sounds of Unity 
Ministries.  He also attends Christians Under Construction and is a mentee in the United Youth Mentor-
ing Organization.  His favorite quote is, “If you don’t stand for something you will fall for anything,” by 
Malcom X.  

 

Miss Teryn Eman Railey, daughter of Ken and Hope Wells and Terence and Crystal Railey, graduated 
from Clinton High School on May 26, 2017.  Teryn plans to attend Tougaloo College and major in Biology 
(Pre-Med).  She hopes to become a Pulmonologist in the future.   While at Clinton High School of the 
Arts, Teryn’s honors included membership in National Honor Society, being crowned Arrow Court Prin-
cess, Student Council Treasurer and Secretary, and head athletic trainer. Here at Pearlie Grove, Teryn 
serves in the Sounds of Unity Choir and TWEENS Ministries. Her favorite scripture is Psalms 121:1-2, “I 
will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.  My help cometh from the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth.”  

 
Mr. Cameron Washington, son of Ms. Undrea Washington, graduated from Ridgeland High School on 
May 16, 2017 and plans to attend Jackson State University.  While at Ridgeland High School, Cameron 
was a member of the football and powerlifting teams.  Here at Pearlie Grove, Cameron serves in the 
Sounds of Unity Ministry.  His favorite scripture is Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Crist 
strengthens me.”   
 
Mr. Jonas James III, son of Jonas and Bridgette James, graduated from Murrah High School on May 23, 
2017 and plans to attend Pearl River Community College on a full basketball scholarship.  Jonas wants to 
major in Foundational Science and become a Physical Therapist.   While at Murrah, Jonas’s honors in-
cluded being a member of the National Society of High School Scholars, scoring a 21 on the ACT, being 
voted Who’s Who and maintaining a 3.54 GPA.   He was the captain of the Boys Varsity Basketball Team.  
Here at Pearlie Grove, Jonas serves in the Security Ministry and attends Christians under Construction.  
 
Miss. Erykah Drone, daughter of Rosemary Drone, graduated from MS School of the Arts on May 19, 
2017 and plans to attend North Carolina A&T.  Erykah wants to major in English and Psychology and be-
come an Art Therapist.   While at MS School of the Arts, Erykah’s honors included being a high honors 
student, a member the Beta Club, the National Society of High School Scholars, and a MS Scholars Schol-
arship Recipient.   She was the Yearbook Editor, Student Council Treasurer, and Total Praise Gospel 
Choir Secretary.  Here at Pearlie Grove, Erykah serves in the Sounds of Unity Choir and Praise Dance 
Ministry. Her favorite scripture is Philippians 4:6, “Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your request be known unto God.” 
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2017 Baccalaureates 

Ms. Simone Lewis, daughter of Anthony and Danita Clay, graduated from Holmes Community College 
on May 12, 2017 and has been accepted to the University of Mississippi Medical Center.  Simone plans 
to continue working towards receiving her Nursing degree.  She later plans to pursue a master’s degree 
and become a Nurse Practitioner.   While at Holmes Community College, Simone’s honors included be-
ing Miss Holmes Community College, Valedictorian with 4.0 GPA, Hall of Fame and being a member of 
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society.   She was The President of the Student Government Association, Stu-
dent Ambassador, and a Science Department Lab Aid. Here at Pearlie Grove, Simone serves in the Ush-
er’s Ministry. Her favorite scripture is Joshua 1:9, “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and coura-
geous.  Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you 
go.” 

 
Ms. Shekela Seawood is the daughter of Inetha Seawood and Zebedee Drake.  She has successfully com-
pleted her Master degree in Nursing and Health Care Administration.  She began her collegiate years at 
The University of Southern Mississippi where she earned her bachelor’s degree in Nursing.   Here at 
Pearlie Grove, Shekela serves in the Health Care and Usher Ministries.  Her favorite scripture is Psalm 
21:1, “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life of 
who shall I be afraid?” 

 

Ms. Rita W. Singleton successfully completed her Doctor of Philosophy in Education Administration and 
Supervision with a Concentration in Higher Education at Jackson State University on December 9, 2016.  
Her undergraduate degree came from Jackson State University where she studied Finance.  She received 
her Master’s degree in Guidance and Counseling and her Specialist in Higher Education Administration & 
Supervision.   Her future plans are to continue trusting in the Lord, assisting and mentoring young adults 
in higher education and serving in the community.  Here at Pearlie Grove, Rita serves in the Finance, 
Youth and CUC Ministries.  Rita’s favorite scripture is, Proverbs 25:4-5, “Show me your ways, Lord teach 
me your paths.  Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, my hope is in you all 
long.” 



 

 

Our Mission 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com-

manded you: and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 

of the world. Amen  

It is the desire of this local church to fulfill the job description 
that has been given to us in  

Matthew 28:19-20. 

“Where Our Mission is to Learn, Grow and Serve” 
 

1640 West County Line Road 

Jackson, MS 39213 

Phone: 601-354-2026 

Fax: 601-969-6027 

E-mail: contactgpg@gpgmbc.org 

G R E A T E R  P E A R L I E  G R O V E  

We’re on the Web 

www.gpgmbc.org 

  Learn.        Grow.       Serve. 


