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Pearlie Grove News
Let the Church Say Amen!
by Sis. Wanda Clark
For all the promises of God in
him are yea, and in him
Amen, unto the glory of God
by us. 2 Corinthians 1:20.
We, as Christians, are well
aware that when God is for
something who on earth can
be against it. Once God
makes a promise then it shall
come to fruition. God made it
so when he gave Pastor
Stephen Mason the vision of
building a new house so that
more souls can be won over
for Christ. We are seeing that

promise come to pass
without a doubt. The
construction crew is making
amazing progress with the
new church building. Pastor
Mason reported that they
have poured the balcony,
started hanging sheet rock,
and poured the two
entrances off of County Line
Road to the parking lot. They
have begun work on the
kitchen by putting the Venter
hood in the stove, and hung
the glass doors to the

entrance of the church. God
is truly blessing GPG so that
we can be a blessing to
others. We must remember
that we serve God by serving
others. We have to remain
faithful to the work God
requires of us as Christians.
Let us not grow weary in well
doing! Remaining faithful to
service and giving cheerfully
are requirements of the
Lord. (Additional pictures
are on page 11)

2
Pearlie Grove News

Mpact and Nspire Someone!

Page 2

by Sis. LaWanda Parks
Sister JoAnn Mack is one
who impacts and inspires
because she is always
willing to share a word of
encouragement and in
speaking with her, you
immediately realize her
deep commitment to the
work of Jesus Christ.
Along with her continual
study of the Word, time in
prayer, and ministry work
at Greater Pearlie Grove,
Sis. Mack also works to
bring hope to those who
feel hopeless. In Sis.
JoAnn’s words, “My
Christ-walk means
everything to me.”
Through her work for the
Kingdom of God, her goal
is to restore hope and faith
back into the body of Christ.
One avenue Sis. JoAnn uses
to touch others is through her
outreach to women, Amazing
Grace ministry. The name
Amazing Grace was chosen
because God is amazing and
has done amazing things in
our lives. Through this biweekly fellowship, she and
other women enhance their
Christ-walk. The time is used
for women to share and
support each other through
intense study of God’s Word.
Over the past several months,
Sis. JoAnn has dealt with
severe illness and has had
numerous hospital stays;
however this has not slowed
her down. Even in the
hospital, she tries to be an

needs us to be. Time is of the
essence in our lives. It’s time to
give Jesus the true honor he
deserves.
Sister Mack is a native of
Jackson, MS, and is the middle
child of five. She is married to
Brother Leonard Mack. They
have two children, Audrey (21)
and Patrick (26), one grandson,
Kamari, and a host of nieces
and nephews. One thing you
will also learn about Sis. JoAnn
is she is very family-oriented.
Family outings are a huge part
of her life. Her family gets
together every 2nd Sunday of the
Sis. JoAnn Mack
month for family dinner. This
family ritual is a time to stay
connected and it keeps the
family close. In her spare time,
encouragement to others. She
she and Brother Mack love to
often ministers to the nurses and spend time with the grandson,
others taking care of her. The
shop, and explore new
spirit with which she endures
restaurants. Sis. JoAnn also
encourages others to press
enjoys reading Joyce Meyer,
forward. When asked what
T.D. Jakes, and Jentezen
keeps her going, Sis. JoAnn
Franklin. At Greater Pearlie
commented, “I want Jesus to be Grove, Sis. JoAnn is a Sunday
proud of me. At the end of my
school teacher for the True
life I need the work that I’ve
Followers class, teacher for
done to make him smile upon
Jesus Using Sister Ministry, and
me. Even in my affliction, he still a new member of the
smiles on me and uses me to
Deaconess ministry.
draw people to Him. I want Him
to use me until I take my last
breath. That’s what we all
should be striving to do. “
Sis. JoAnn believes we do not
have to let our past hold us
back. By making God the center
of our lives and having a willing
heart, God can mold us and use
us to be the instruments He
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GPG Featured Youth– Darrell “DJ” Jones
by Sis. Mona Lisa Jones
We are speechless and beyond grateful when we reflect on prayers made 18 years ago for our
son Daryl Terrell Jones, Jr. (a.k.a. DJ). God answered every prayer. Every night we
whispered the prayer given to us by a Spiritual Mother in our church True Vine, Des Moines,
Iowa. The prayer simply stated, “Lord, give us a son, strong in mind, strong in body with a
heart turned toward You”. We had no idea what we were really asking for.
Strong of Body: The Lord blessed us on April 17, 1994 with a 7lb 8oz baby boy.
The one thing that I remember Dr. McInnis, the pediatrician, saying after the delivery was,
“Your son has a beautiful disposition, we are doing all kinds of stuff to him and he is not
crying”. He also asked if either of us were double jointed because his body structure was
flexible and muscular and he had 2 unique thumbs. His physical strength has allowed D.J. to
run for over 1,000 yards on the football field and score many touchdowns. He was selected
as the male candidate for the Lindy Callahan Scholarship for Callaway High School and
received the designation as the male winner of the Wendy’s Heisman Award for Callaway High School. He will receive a scholarship
from Texas Southern University based on his athletic ability.
Strong of Mind: DJ was always inquisitive about things. Being a stay home mom, and dad, a full time college student, the
Lord provided an opportunity for him to be nurtured and taught in his way every minute of every day. As a result, he accepted Christ
at an early age. He also learned to read at a very early age. We would spend hours in my classroom (my closet) learning basic things in
reading and math. I thank God for the insight to provide that for him. As a result of this blessing he accepted the challenge of a more
rigorous curriculum by taking every honor or accelerated course offered. He is one of Callaway High School’s 2012 top 10 Graduates,
Member of Mu Alpha Theta, The National Honor Society, Student Government Association, elected to serve as a Boy’s State
Delegate, and will received academic scholarship money as a result of his performance on the ACT and in the classroom.
Heart Turned Toward God: An excerpt from a journal I am keeping for DJ says, “It was May 12, 1998 and we fell asleep
without praying. At 3 a.m. DJ woke up and said to me, “Mama we forgot to pray”. DJ has always had God’s ear. In early 1998, he
began asking a lot of questions about salvation and asked me what he needed to do to go to heaven. I explained it to him and the next
Sunday he told Pastor Willis Washington that he wanted to be saved. I had no doubt that he understood exactly what he was asking
for. To this day his faith has never wavered. In late 1999 he began asking us for a sister to which we responded, “That blessing would
be up to God and that he needed to pray for a sister”. He began praying and sure enough a beautiful Princess (Alea) joined our family
in 1999. What an awesome example he has been for her.
Another big answer to prayer that comes to mind is football. In 9th grade DJ was not content with his football team. He felt
they could be bigger, better, stronger. He even stated that he wished his father could coach him and all his friends. I know he prayed
because by his 10th grade year, the Lord blessed his father with a football coaching position at Callaway High School (The Lord, gave
us a whole team for DJ). Now, I am watching another miracle unfold for him as he begins his college career and desire to major in
Engineering and continue playing the game of football. Guess what? God has already handled that as well, DJ’s high school football
coach (Coach Tillman) recently accepted a job at Texas Southern University and has recruited DJ to be a member of the team,
“WHAT AN AWESOME GOD WE SERVE”. If he doesn’t like it or never plays a down, it is still evidence of what having your heart
turned toward HIM can do for you. By the way, I forgot to mention that DJ plans to major in Civil Engineering and Texas Southern
will offer Civil Engineering for the first time this fall. If you were not a believer before now, this testimony is evidence that prayer
really works.
In all of his honors, Mr. Junior Class, 1st Alternate to Mr. Callaway High School, Mr. Senior Class, he has remained humble
and grateful for every opportunity. This gift from God has been a blessing over and over again. Our prayer is that we have shown
gratitude in the way we have handled the blessing. Watch out what you pray for when you pray, He just might honor your every
request. Thank you Lord!! And Congratulations, D.J.!!!
Just a few more of Daryl’s honors:
S.L.A.M Three Year Participant Award Scholarship
Blitz 16 Player of the Week Winner 2010
Offensive Player of the Year
Academic Award (Football)
Member of Seat Belt Coalition 2010-2012
Boys State Justice
Blitz16/Bank Plus Scholar Athlete for the 2012 Callaway High School
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Welcoming Others Into the House of the Lord
by Sis. Jackie Wells

They are there every Sunday
morning as we enter the foyer of the
sanctuary – greeting us and handing
us a program for worship service.
They greet us with a warm smile and
a friendly “Hello” or “Good
morning”. The In Touch Ministry there every Sunday morning to
welcome us back to our church home
and to make visitors feel at home as
they enter the doors of Greater Pearlie
Grove. The ministry of greeting is
perhaps one of the most crucial in the
church because it is one of the most
visible.

usually the first people newcomers
come into contact with in the
church, the greeters are very
important in setting a lasting
impression about the church.

The 30 members of the In
Touch Ministry include four men.
Not all members perform all the
duties of the ministry but each are
welcome to volunteer for the duty
that best fits their desire and
Led by Sister Shelita
Brown, the 30 members of the In availability. Voluntary ministry
Touch Ministry not only serve as members choose the Sunday and
service they are available to greet.
the greeters for Sunday morning
Working together, the In Touch
worship services but they also
handle several other duties in the Ministry fulfills the needs of
church. They call new members to Greater Pearlie Grove while
welcome them to the family; mail serving God through this ministry.
Although a greeter’s love should
cards to members in cases of
be no stronger than the love found
illness and death; inform the
Newcomers entering a church congregation of announcements to in the rest of the body of Christ,
nevertheless the greeter performs a
for the first time usually come to
be made; welcome guests during
major role in ensuring that people
some conclusions about the church
service; and inform guests of
within the first few minutes. First
church services and times during see and experience that love. In
impressions are often lasting
Sunday morning worship services. Christ, you have received God’s
unconditional love, and, in Christ,
impressions. Since greeters are

Members not pictured are Adrean Wilson, Angela Noble, Anjanise George, Ann Williams, Carolyn Jefferson, Christi Brown, Dianne Goodsen,
Dolores, Williams, Dona Brown, Dominick Dixon, Justin Lipsey, Lisa Stewart, Lively Hawkins, Lori Moncure, Marquita Cooper, Pamela
Robinson, Patricia Arbuthnot, Patricia Dillon, Robert Bryant, Ruby Scott, Sabrina Walker, Shirley Young, and Vickie Mason.
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Soaring High in Academics
by Sis. Serena Washington

Congratulations, boys and
girls! Keep up the good
work!

The Honors Program
falls under the Sunday
School Ministry at
Greater Pearlie Grove
MB Church. The mission
of the program is to
recognize our
academically motivated
students as well as
inspiring other students.
The program gives
students an opportunity
to be proud of their
accomplishments and to
continue striving to excel
in their studies. The
following is a list of
students who performed
above and beyond in
academics in the 2nd

term of the 2011-2012
school year:
High Honor Roll (All
A's)
1. Makiyah Adams
2. Tyler James
3. Jordan Beckley
4. Raela Bridges
5. Brandon Dorsey
6. Erin Dorsey
7. Logan Dorsey
8. Alea Jones
9. Simone Lewis
10. Tyra McCormick
11. Michelle Weathersby

Honor Roll (All A's &
B's)
1. Alexus Dunbar
2. Bernard Duncan
3. William Humes
4. Ta'zarius Jones
5. Maya Lewis
6. Teia McCormick
7. Corey Moffett
8. Tavonte O'Quinn
9. Colin Person
10. Jhamia Richardson
11. Arika Rhodes
12. Kaitlyn Walker
13. Wuandarius Wilson
14. Aaron Clay
15. Adam Moncure
16. Kaleb Graham
17. Kobe Graham

JUS– Reach In/Reach Out Team Serving Faithfully!
by Sis. Wanda Clark

Jesus Using Sisters are
preparing to extend their
service to others by
reaching out more in the
community. The women of
JUS ministry are expanding
their community
outreach to the ladies of the Community
Place Nursing Home on SATURDAY, MAY
5TH @ 1:30 P.M. The ladies will meet at
the church @ 12:45 pm and travel as a
group to the nursing home. They are
also asking at least 50 ladies to give

$5.00 to purchase a Fleece Blanket for
each lady. They will be serving at least
50 ladies. The dead line for all money is
Saturday, April 21st or Sunday, APRIL
22nd. MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO
GPGBC The JUS ministry will fellowship
with the ladies and provide fleece
blankets for every lady in the nursing home.
This will be the first time the JUS will be
ministering to this group, so they would like the
of women of Pearlie Grove to represent God,
GPG & JUS in a big way.
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A Soldier in God’s Army
By Bro. Tracey Davidson
When we think of
the word “soldier”, we think of someone
who is engaged in military service or
combat war. Merriam
-Webster’s dictionary
tells us that a soldier
is an enlisted man or
woman, a skilled
warrior, a militant
leader, follower or
worker who defends
his or her country
from other nations.
Jesus Christ has
soldiers in His
Christian Army, and
he has sent us one
to Greater Pearlie
Grove. This soldier
was sent to help
Pastor Mason and
the other associate
ministers defend His people from the
attacks of Satan by teaching and
preaching what thus said the Lord. This
soldier has been fighting in God's army
for a long time and hasn’t gotten tired
yet. The soldier of whom I speak goes
by the name of Reverend Matthew Ray
Spann.

children. When Pastor Spann
spending quality and fun times with
received his calling from God he went his loving family. He is married to
Mrs. Janice Spann, who has
been “Bone of his Bone and
Flesh of his Flesh” for 25
wonderful years. Out of
those years they were
blessed with two wonderful
children, a daughter,
Jessica Spann, 16, and a
son, Matthew Paul Spann,
17.

Some of Rev. Spann’s
hobbies include playing and
watching sports, watching
old western movies,
traveling, and teaching and
preaching the Word to those
that need and desire it. His
favorite scripture is John
3:16 - For God so loved the
and enrolled in New Orleans Black
world, that he gave his only
Theological Seminary School in New begotten Son, that whosoever
Orleans, Louisiana. Rev. Spann has
believeth in him should not perish,
been preaching and ministering for 16 but have everlasting life.
years. He was a pastor for 8 years at
Sand Ridge Baptist Church located in To Rev. Spann and family, the
Greater Pearle Grove Church
Goodman, MS. He and his family
became members of Greater Pearlie family would just like to say
welcome to your new home and
Grove in March of 2012.
Rev. Spann was born and
new church family!!!!
When he is not busy doing
raised in Jackson, MS to the late Rev.
S. L. Spann and is the youngest of eight the work of the Lord he enjoys

Did You Know??
By Sis. Serena Washington

Church Traditions

Church traditions are ideas
and beliefs that constitute
the collective and official
memory of the church.
These traditions range from
historical information to
doctrinal information. These
are some of past traditions
of Greater Pearlie Grove

Missionary Baptist
Church.

completely all black. Now
the men wore solid black
USHER BOARD: During suits with a white shirt and
black tie.
the summer all ushers
DEACON BOARD:
wore all white ushers’
dresses with white gloves, Deacons used to sit in
white stockings, and white chairs designated in a
nurse-like shoes AND for certain area of the front;
they did not sit on pews.
the winter there were in
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Jesus Using Sisters 2012 Retreat
by Sis. Kym Wiggins
On March 16th, over 50 women packed a bag, Great is our God and How Worthy He is and
left the hustle and bustle of their everyday
deserving of our praise.
lives and spent one night and two days at
Camp Garawya in Clinton, Mississippi. This
year’s Women’s Retreat proved to be a
blessed time of fun, fellowship and worship.
We gained new insights about God’s design
for marriage and His instructions for how to
serve Him in our singleness. The theme for
this year’s Jesus Using Sisters Retreat was
"“Peace-n-It All Together”, with scripture
from I Corinthians 12:12, “The human body
has many parts, but the many parts make up
one whole body. So it is with the body of
Christ

church is composed of many types of people
from a variety of backgrounds with a
multitude of gifts and abilities. It is easy for
us to see only the differences; thus dividing
us. She encouraged us to focus on the
common thread binding each of us – all of us
have been baptized by one Holy Spirit into
one body of believers. While we don’t lose
our individual identities, we have an
overriding oneness in Christ. As women, we
may have many different interests, but we
have only one goal.

The highlight of the retreat came at its
conclusion. The women had an intimate time
of sharing with one another. As the women
The retreat got underway Friday night with a With those truths resonating in our hearts,
left Clinton, Mississippi, each left with a
Pajama Party and a short group discussion
Yolanda Kyles led us into a time of corporate
renewed sense of purpose for service to God
entitled, “Do you have conversation peace?” prayer; followed by break-out sessions
facilitated by Joann Mack. After a late night, dealing with marriage, singleness and dating and to one another.
the ladies retired to their rooms to rest for the (TWEENS). The session facilitators were
next day’s events. After breakfast, God
LaWanda Parks, Pam Davis, and Alisha
moved us into a consecrated time of worship Gibson.
and study. Worship Leader Shewonia Hicks
Our guest speaker, Patricia Weatherspoon
ushered us into a time of unfettered worship.
challenged us to yoke up with one another
She prepared our hearts and captivated our
and to work together for the advancement of
thoughts with spiritual truths such as – How
God’s kingdom. She reminded us that the
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Food for the Soul and Spirit
by Bro. Tracey Davidson

There are different kinds of
services but the same Lord.
You may feel the
weight of the
responsibilities you
have been given.
God made your
shoulders broad
enough to carry
what has been
assigned to you.
Embrace your
responsibilities, knowing that
God has given you the grace to
carry it. When it seems too
heavy, He’s always there to

help you. He won’t leave you
alone to do what He has asked
of you. He
won’t let
you fall
under the
weight. He
won’t
condemn
you for
stumbling
under the
load. He is there for you.
Salvation
God says, “In the time of my
favor, I heard you, and in the

day of salvation I helped you.”
I tell you now is the day of
salvation. Jesus’ death on the
cross was God’s plan to bring
you into heaven once your time
on earth is finished. God has
much more in mind than you
can imagine. Jesus’ death,
burial, and resurrection offers
freedom from any bondage you
face. God doesn't want you to
miss a single blessing. Let Him
save you from worry, addiction,
debt, sickness, and emotional
pain. Every promise in the book
belongs to you. Don’t wait,

A Chosen Servant
by Bro. Tracey Davidson
It’s a Man Thing
Ministry has been a ministry
that teaches men about what
the roles and responsibilities of
a man are through the eye sight
of God. It shows them how to
be better husbands, fathers and
heads of their families, how to
handle finances, and the world.
This ministry has many
outstanding God fearing
brothers as leaders, teachers, and as follower.
It’s a Man Thing Ministry has been blessed to
have an awesome spiritual leader for the last
couple of years that loved and enjoyed helping
our brothers with anything they needed,
including a shoulder to lean on or an uplifting
word to motivate them. This brother is Bro.
Michael Parks. Now, Bro. Parks is passing the
torch and being called to another ministry of
God’s work. Nevertheless the new leader is a
man that has a way with words and has allowed
Jesus Christ to come into his life and take
control. This person cried out to God. Bend
down O Lord and hear my prayer, answer me,
for I need your help.

You are my God.
Be merciful, O Lord
for I am calling on
you constantly. Give
me happiness O’
Lord for my life
depends on you. O
Lord you are so
good and ready to
forgive, so full of
unfailing love for all
who ask your aid. Listen closely to my prayer
O Lord, hear my urgent cry. I will call to you
whenever trouble strikes and you will answer
me.

“EXPERIENCING GOD”. Bro Bolls said
that this gave him a firm foundation and
made him understand what the man’s
purpose was and that is Jesus’ eyes. Bro.
Marvin says that even though he is a
ministry leader he acknowledges his
spiritual guidance for being there to help
him when he needs help, motivation, and
wisdom. He leans on Bro. Leonard Mack
when he needs a Christian, non judgmental
ear.

In his spare time and when work is done,
Bro. Bolls enjoys spending time with his
family which consist of the love of his life,
his wife, Mrs. Tashauna Bolls. They have
The person that has assumed the leadership
been married for 5 years and have 4
of this ministry on January 2012 is Mr.
children, two boys and two girls. He
Marvin Bolls. Bro. Marvin said that his
loves reading, listening to music, traveling,
primary responsibilities are to implement the and being a nurse. Bro. Bolls’ favorite
plans and goals of the pastor pertaining to
scripture is John 15:5 - I am the vine, ye
men of the church as it relates to the Word of are the branches: He that abideth in me,
God. Greater Pearlie Grove was the first
and I in him, the same bringeth forth much
church that Bro. Bolls ever attended Sunday fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
school, Vacation Bible class, Bible study and KJV
even becoming a member. Marvin’s break
Motto: I try not to say no to people if I can
through came when he attended a meeting
Protect me for I am devoted to you, Save me
help them in a time of need.
that was being taught by our very own
for I serve you and trust you.
Deacon James Hart. The subject was
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School Supply and Uniform Give-Away
by Sis. Jackie Wells
Spring is here
and the school
year will be
ending soon for
the summer
break. As we
all know,
though, it’s
never too early
to start
preparing for
the next school year. With that
thought in mind, collections
will begin in May for the Fall
School Supply Giveaway.
We will start accepting old
uniform donations on May 6th.
The uniforms must be gently
worn with no holes in them.
We ask that you wash the
uniforms before turning them in
for donation. There are
multiple ways to donate the

uniforms including:

 Dropping them off
with the church
secretary Monday –
Friday from 8:00 a.m.
until 5:00 p.m.
 Leaving them in
the boxes inside the
Fellowship Hall
 Giving them to a church
usher
 Giving them to a youth
worker
In order to pick up school
supplies, you will need to
complete a school supply card
for the child needing the
supplies. A maximum of 3
cards can be completed per
family/person. Starting on June

3rd, you can receive a card from
any youth worker or the church
secretary. The church secretary
is available Monday – Friday
from 8:00 a.m. till 5:00 p.m.
All the donated items will be
separated into individual bags
to be distributed to those who
have completed a card. We
will be bagging the supplies in
the Fellowship Hall at 6:00
p.m. on July 25th. Volunteers
are needed and requested to
complete this task.
The Fall School Supply
Giveaway will be held on July
28th from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00
p.m. (or until all supplies are
given out). Each child
receiving supplies that day
must have a completed school
supply card.

Celebrating African American Heritage
by Sis. Serena Washington
On February 27, the youth ministry
reminded us of
where we have
come from as
an African
American
community
during their
annual Black
History
Program.
During the
program we
were guests of the Brit Report, a
show hosted by none other than
Brittany Weathersby. During the
show, some of the youth took on the
role of pillars in the African
American community. Notable
individuals such as our 44th

President, President Barack Obama,
was portrayed by
David Rhodes, world
renowned physician
and the founder of the
50 million pound
challenge, Dr. Ian
Smith by Thad
Wiggins, entertainer
and advocate for
families, William
“Bill” Cosby by
Courtland Brown, and
former Secretary of Education Rod
Paige by Kristien Dunbar. Along with
their speeches the youth portrayed
various contrasting scenes in both the
education environment and the home
environment. The reenactments of the
civil rights marches and the lunch

counter sit ins were dynamic.
Also on program was our very
own Kelli Walker, who gave a
great rendition of “ Go Down
Moses” and no event would be
complete without our Dance
Ministry performing with such
great enthusiasm. Our youth
reminded us that our right to vote
was not handed to us, but was paid
for through the blood, sweat and
tears of our ancestors. With this
in mind, our youth handed out
voter registration forms to the
audience to pass along to those
who where not registered to vote.
Over all, those in attendance were
blessed by the information
provided and encouraged by the
reminders of where our race has
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Our Mission

GREATER PEARLIE GROVE

1110 Grand Avenue
Jackson, MS 39203

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them

Phone: 601-354-2026
Fax: 601-969-6027

Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with
you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen
It is the desire of this local church to fulfill the job
description that has been given to us in
Matthew 28:19-20.

We’re on the Web
www.pearliegrove.com

“Where Our Mission is to Learn, Grow and Serve”

Birthdays and Anniversaries
April Birthdays

June Birthdays



Charity Thomas - 5th



Vickie Mason - 6th



Kym Wiggins - 9th



Craig Thomas - 18th



Esther Sutton - 13th



Dominick Dixon - 20th



Linda Lewis - 18th
April Anniversaries

Robert and Wanda Clark - 22nd (12 yrs)
May Birthdays


Tazarius Jones - 1st



Joyce Humes - 7th



Michael Parks - 7th

May Anniversaries


William and Joyce Humes - 23rd

June Anniversaries


Marvin and Tashauna Bolls 23rd (5 yrs)

