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Pearlie Grove News
Pastor’s Anniversary: Reflections of Love and Laughter
by Sis. Leslie Holloway
“And we beseech you, brethren, to know

church. He mentioned how hard it is to

gave members and ministries the oppor-

them which labor among you, and are

find ministers that live what they say and

tunity to show their love for Pastor and

over you in the Lord, and admonish you;

honestly live for the Word of God such as Sister Mason and their family.

and to esteem them very highly in love

ours. He stated what we all know; we

for their work’s sake. And be at peace

have an awesome pastor and should

among yourselves.” 1 Thessalonians 5:12- keep loving and supporting him.
13

Sister Gail Hicks and Deacon Andrew

Eleven o’clock service the next day served
as the culmination of the celebration.
Brother Robert Sulton shared a beautiful
poem written for the special occasion.

The Greater Pearlie Grove family recently

Moncure later reflected about Pastor and Brother Frank Rhodes and the Mass Choir

recognized Pastor Stephen F. Mason for

Sister Mason in roast-like fashion. They

sang a magnificent rendition of “Your

his eighteen years of labor and love. The both used their love for the couple and

Best is Yet to Come”. After presenting

weekend’s events were filled with loving

their comedic flair to fill the sanctuary

more gifts, Reverend Arthur Bridges

memories, reflections, and heartfelt

with arousing laughter. From Sister

preached “No Laughing Matter” Thessa-

words of thanks and appreciation.

Hick’s description of Sister Mason’s love

lonians 15: 12-15. From this text, he

of the hot outdoors, to Deacon Moncure

taught that as members of the body of

taking credit for helping Pastor Mason

Christ, we should “know” and recognize

write his “best sermons”, this program

those that work among us. Pastors are

th

On Saturday, May 18 , Brother Ed Clark
served as program guide for Reflections
of Love and Laughter. Greater Pearlie
Grove’s Praise Team sang “Smile”, such
a befitting song for the occasion. The
lyrics “I almost gave up, but a power
that I can’t explain came from Heaven
like a shower now… I know God is

responsible for their sheep. This is a
very tiring task. We should “esteem”,
or value, them highly in love for all the
work and sacrifices they make for us,
for this is no easy feat.

working, so I smile…” ring true. Brother

Thank you Pastor Mason and family for

Clark then reflected on the state of

your love for Greater Pearlie Grove, but

Greater Pearlie Grove when God sent

more so for your love of Christ. Thank

Pastor Mason. He spoke of how he has

you for teaching and leading by exam-

preached God’s Word without adding

ple. Your work and dedication over the

or taking away.

past eighteen years has not gone un-

John R. Johnson, Jr., pastor of Morning
Star Baptist Church, recalled a Deacon’s
Ordination he once attended. He believed that ordination was a reflection of
the things God was doing with our

noticed. We know God is working, so
we encourage you to “smile”!
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Sister Kym Wiggins, “Leading by Example”
by
Sis. Galean James

Sister Kym Wiggins is our featured member for the quarter
and she is a shining example of
perseverance.
She and her
family have been members of
Greater Pearlie Grove M.B.
church for about seven years.
Kym serves on several ministries and is currently the leader
for the JUS (Jesus Using Sisters) Women’s Ministry.
“I am learning that an intense
relationship with God only
comes from spending personal,
consistent, uninterrupted time
with Him in prayer and the
study of His Word. There is no
substitute. Many times we are
guilty of thinking that attending church services, working in
ministries, and whispering
quick prayers before we go to
bed and over our meals is
enough. These are good; but
they do not provide the spiritual nourishment that we need
to break bad habits, to walk
away from sinful situations, to
sustain us through difficult
situations, and to render us fit
for service to God,” says Sister
Wiggins.
She shares that in Philippians
2, Paul challenges the people to
“work out” their salvation with
deep reverence for God and a
desire to please Him. He continues by reassuring them that

Sister Wiggins is a Public Information Officer for the MS Department of Finance & Administration in which she has done
for 13 years. Her responsibilities
include: responding to all media
and citizen requests for agency
information; prepare and review
correspondence for members of
the executive management staff,
as well as, prepare reports, legislative responses, and responses
to national surveys.

Sis. Kym Wiggins
they can indeed accomplish this
because His Spirit is working in
each of them giving them the desire and the power to do what
pleases Him.
Sister Wiggins says that, “this
particular scripture speaks to us
today; and that when we spend
time with Him, we are better
able to recognize his voice; and
when we obey Him our lives
change and become an offering
to our Lord.”
When asked how would she like
to be remembered? Kym respectfully answered that, “I
would like to be remembered as
a woman who loved God and
people.”

Lastly, Sister Wiggins is a wife,
mother of four boys and has four
sisters. She also loves to spend
time with close cousins and
friends. She also enjoys spending most of her time taking care
of family, watching movies, eating new foods, and weekend geta-ways. Sister Kym says,
“There’s nothing better than
waking up in a bed that you
don’t have to make up.”
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Making Marriages Better!
by Sis Jackie Wells
In the very beginning, God speaks of marriage. Genesis 2:24 says “Therefore shall
a man leave his father and his mother, and
shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall
be one flesh.” As Christians we know that
the Bible has a high view of marriage. It is
to be a lifetime plan, not a convenience
that can be disposed of in a lawyer's office.
The love of husband and wife is, at its best,
a hint of the deeper love between a human
being and God.
GPG’s belief of marriage is definitely in
line with the Bible. This church believes that God holds marriage sacred
and has provided a framework throughout His holy word. Being strong believers in the ordinance of marriage, it is
against this backdrop that GPG wanted
to create a ministry that could be utilized to strengthen marriages.
Led by Deacon Andrew and Sister Lori
Moncure along with members of the
steering committee, GPG believes that the
Holy Spirit provided this couple with a
framework for the Marriage Ministry.
Since they have been members of Greater
Pearlie Grove they have been to several
outings with other couples but nothing
“official”. So, just prior to the church’s
move to the new location, Deacon and Sister Moncure approached Pastor Mason
with the idea of starting the Marriage Ministry. They were asked by the pastor to
draft a ministry proposal. Their proposal
was derived from points exactly as the
Lord had given it to them. Pastor Mason
reviewed the proposal and agreed and the
Marriage Made Better Ministry was created.
The steering committee is comprised of
couples with varying lengths of marriage ranging from less than one year all the way
to 30+ years. Steering Committee members
are Deacon Andrew and Sister Lori Moncure, Deacon Larry and Sister Patricia
McCook, Brother Tim and Sister Annette
Green, Brother Nate and Sister Shirley
Young, Brother Mike and Sister Leslia
Davis, and Brother Lewis and Sister Elizabeth Wright. The variety of couples involved who have been married for differ-

ent amounts of time allow any couple,
regardless of length of marriage, to
feel comfortable about joining. Also,
this variety allows fresh and different
ideas to flow throughout this ministry.
The ministry’s goal is to allow the Holy
Spirit to guide the Marriage Made Better
Ministry to assist Christian
couples in attaining the marriages that
God intended as written in the book of
Genesis and throughout the Bible.

Ephesians 5:31 states “Therefore a man
shall leave his father and mother and
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall
become one flesh.” Christians know
that Satan has mounted an all out attack, trying to distort God’s ordinance
of marriage. This ministry was created
to uphold God’s plan for marriage. Realizing that there is no perfect marriage,
their goal is to help couples to attain the
skills necessary to endure life’s challenges.
Seventy-four couples were in attendance for the ministry’s first event.
Steering committee members were introduced and couples completed survey
forms to voice events they would like
the ministry to hold. Since that time,
membership has continued to increase.
The ministry is currently planning to
purchase t-shirts to wear as a means to
advertise the ministry. Any married
couples – members and non-members
of GPG – are encouraged to attend any
events sponsored by the Marriage Made
Better Ministry. The ministry plans to
host future events bringing in guest
speakers and continue to conduct fun
exercises, games and training to help

strengthen Christian couples. They are
also planning on hosting other offsite
events such as couple’s bowling nights
and movie nights.
Pastor Mason was the featured speaker at
the second event. He spoke about what
God wants marriage to be to ensure the
ministry was rooted in a sound Biblical
foundation. During the ministry’s third
event, GPG’s own Damien Thomas,
hosted part 1 of a discussion of the popular book, “The 5 Love Languages”.
The ministry meets every other month.
Married couples, please feel free to attend
future ministry meetings on the following
dates:
 Saturday, July 13, 2013
 Saturday, August 24, 2013 (Couple’s
Picnic)
 Saturday, September 14, 2013
 Saturday, November 16, 2013
God has designed marriage to work by
following His words. He has given Christian tools and with Christ as the center,
marriages can flourish. "Except the Lord
build the house, they labour in vain that
build it." Psalm 127:1.
The ministry plans to continually grow;
host events for married couples; and provide biblical guidance and teaching to
help married couples flourish while using
God as their foundation. Deacon Moncure stated that the ministry’s future goals
are, “To continue to provide married couples a Christian venue to have fun and
fellowship with other couples. To be a
resource to the church and the body of
Christ to assist couples to attain the marriages that God intended. It is absolutely
not intended to be a clique, but it is intended to be a ministry where ALL MARRIED COUPLES CAN LEARN, GROW
AND SHARE.”
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Unlimited Partnership: Couples in Business
by Sis. Shermeka Haynes
Meet Van and Carolyn Jefferson

referrals all the time which help
us to maintain a successful business.” says Van and Carolyn. Often times many people are in the
dark about their finances. It’s
refreshing to know there are people like Van and Carolyn available to help others prepare for
the future.

Some married couples are
partners in life and business. This is surely the
case with Deacon Van and
Sister Carolyn Jefferson.
A couple joins in matrimony and they are faced
several issues from the
very start. Many of these issues are quite common to
most couples; such has
whether to raise a family, religion and the ever popular,
finances. Just as many others, Van and Carolyn encountered the same supposition. As head of his household, Van had to determine
the routes his family would
take. When a friend came by
to assist with getting their
finances in order, Van knew
Primerica was a concept he
had to be a part of.
When Van heard about the
opportunity, The Jefferson’s
took that leap of faith and
everything changed. Hence,
the birth of Van E. Jefferson
and Associates DBA
Primerica. Deacon Jefferson
and his wife Carolyn spend
their days helping others
with financial services such
as life insurance, auto and
home insurance. They must
be doing something right to

have been in the business for
twenty three years.
“Customers are very excited about
what we are able to do for them
and helping them save money.
They tell their friends, and we have
been able to receive referrals all the
time which help us to maintain a
successful business.”

Van E. Jefferson and Associates
DBA Primerica offers a wealth of
opportunities to transform your
own financial portfolio as well as
build your own business to help
others do the same. In addition
to life, home, and auto insurance
they also provide long term care
policies, prepaid legal services
and investment opportunities
such as college funds for children, retirement accounts, mutual funds and annuities.
“Customers are very excited
about what we are able to do for
them and helping them save
money. They tell their friends,
and we have been able to receive

If you are interested in increasing
your financial possibilities,
please feel free to give Van E. Jefferson and Associates DBA
Primerica a call. They are not
hard to find, located right around
the corner from our church.
Van Earl Jefferson
Regional Vice President
Primerica
6520 Dogwood View Pkwy
Suite E
Jackson, MS 39213-7875
601 987 8733 Phone
601 906 0330 Mobile
8667702191 go solo
601 987 8733 Fax
v.jefferson.ne75l@primerica.com

Pearlie Grove News
Page 5

Youth Ministry’s School Supply Giveaway
by Sis. Charity Thomas

The Youth Ministry is

Wednesday, July 24, 2013

currently accepting new

from 6:00 p.m. – 7:00

or used school uniforms,

p.m. (Bagging Supplies)

until Wednesday, July

Saturday, July 27, 2013

24, 2013 to be passed out

from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00

during our annual Supply

p.m. (Giveaway 30 min-

Giveaway on July 27,

ute increments)

2013.
All uniforms should be

help the ministry purchase

washed and be free from

school supplies. Donations can

holes or tears. Uniforms

be turned in to the church sec-

can be left either with the

retary or placed in the offering

church secretary between

basket any Sunday in a tithing

the hours of 8:00a.m. –

envelope with special instruc-

5:00 p.m., or in the dona-

tions to be donated to the

tion boxes located in the

school supply drive.

Multipurpose Room.

If you would like to volunteer

The Youth Ministry is also

to help during the School Sup-

accepting monetary dona-

ply Giveaway on the days be-

tions for anyone seeking to

low, please contact Charity
Thomas grateful_servant@rocketmail.com or
leave your information with the
church secretary 601-354-2026
or secretary@gpgmbc.org

To pick up supplies and uniforms, a School Supply Giveaway card must be presented (1
per child). The maximum
cards allowed per person are 3.
Card(s) can be picked up from
the church secretary during office hours Monday - Friday
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. or at the
Nursery during church hours
every Sunday 8:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m. or Wednesday nights from
7:00 - 8:00 p.m.
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Young People Singing Praises Unto God!
by Sis. Jackie Wells

True Grace Choir, led by
Celestine Echols, has been
in existence for 17 years.
Sister Tiffani McKnight assists with the choir. The
choir consists of 27 members ages 5-8. Any child in
this age group is welcome
to join the choir as long as
they are able to practice
with the choir during
scheduled rehearsals.
These young members
meet for rehearsal on the
Saturday before 1st and
2nd Sunday of each month
and deliver their gift of
song during the 11:00 worship service every 2nd Sun-

day.
Allowing and teaching the
young to praise God through
song becomes a gift for the
young person, as well as for
our society. Isaiah 12:5 says,
“Sing unto the Lord; for he
hath done excellent things; this
is known in all the earth.”
Teaching kids about worship
and praise is integral to their
growing faith.
Currently, they are not scheduled to perform outside of the
church in the upcoming months
but they welcome any invitations.

It is amazing how God uses His
smallest creatures and smallest
beings to minister his word and
prove what He is capable of
doing. Ms. Echols is amazed at
watching the members in True
Grace Choir minister God’s
word through song. She is passionate about being a small part
in growing these young members in their faith and teaching
them how to serve God. She is
grateful to have this opportunity to lead this choir.
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Vacation Bible School: Rocking It Out 2013 Style!

VBS 2013

Steppin’ to glorify the Lord!

Vacation Bible School
Week kicked off Opening night on Monday,
June 10th with different
Ministries coming in
their own way to the
VBS Theme: “Rock It
Out, Praising the Living
God without Limits”
Psalms 18:46 . The attendance on this night
just wowed our every
imagination. We had
489 people in attendance. I remember most
of the VBS Staff looking
at each other with our
mouths open wide in
amazement and saying
we need to tell the
Kitchen Ministry to
make more plates.
During the week the
classes discussed relevant issues that face not
only our children today,
but adults as well; selfesteem, bullying, death
& dying, homelessness
& depression. It showed
us how we can “Rock It
Out!” even in the midst
by praising the living
God without limits. Our

praising the living God is
an intentional choice to
look beyond ourselves,
not allowing present circumstances to hinder or
constrain our ability to
offer sacrifices of praise
unto God, who is our
Rock. Our praise is to
the living God, the true
source of our hope and
refuge.
Each night during closing assembly, different
classes gave an overview
of the lesson for that day.
This was fun and exciting and it was also a
learning experience they
will never forget.
Friday night culminated
with Arts & Craft for
ages 3-14 years of age.
The Adult classes ages
15 & up were in competition with each other
playing games such as “I
found that verse” and “I
Rock for Christ”. The
two classes that were left
standing had a Head to
Head Finale to determine
the winner. The winning
team was Rock of Ages

#1 Teacher: Bro Ken
Wells.
The most important
thing about the week was
that a soul was saved on
Wednesday night. A
baptism was held on Friday during opening assembly. Friday night
program was already pre
-planned earlier in the
week but that was all
changed by the Holy
Spirit. I remember
thinking to myself that
God got the Glory out of
this week and the Holy
Spirit re-wrote the preplanned program…Our
praise surely echoed that
of Psalms 18:46 (NIV),
“The Lord lives! Praise
be to my Rock! Exalted
be God my Savior!”
VBS was fun but most of
all we learned about
Christ and praised Him
without limits. In other
words, WE ROCKED IT
OUT!!!

Songs of Praise during VBS!
Sis. Patricia McCook
VBS Director
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THE ASSOCIATE PASTORS’ CORNER
by Rev. Deon Bilbrew
Someone once wrote, "The only
thing necessary for the triumph of
evil is for good men to do nothing."
What are you, individually, doing for
the Kingdom of God? In a world
where we can so easily be consumed with the affairs of this life,
we can forget that God has called
us to service. But ironically, many of
us fail to realize that our services
stretch beyond the church's four
walls. Imagine the success of a

church if every saved member practiced "evangelism." My encouragement to every member of Greater
Pearlie Grove is to exercise your
gift of showing the very character of
Christ to the world (work place,
mall, bank, barber shop, or hair salon)… and to compel them to come
and hear a Word that will dramatically and expeditiously change the
course of their lives for the good.
Reverend Bilbrew
Just A Single Step

GPG Featured Youth: Bro. Matthew Spann

Bro. Matthew Spann

My name is Matthew Spann and I
graduated from Jim Hill High School
with honors in the International Baccalaureate Program. Before graduation, I
was the choir president and actively
involved in the student government. As
a member of the Greater Pearlie Grove
MB Church, I sing in the Sounds of
Unity Choir ministry. My hobbies include singing, reading, shopping and
traveling.

while pursuing a Bachelor degree in
Music Education. Why am I majoring
in music education? Music is a form of
art with melodies that are diversified
throughout our culture and society.
Music is my love and a gift that God
has blessed me with.
My favorite scripture is Psalm 116:12 which states “I love the LORD, because
he hath heard my voice and my supplications. Because he hath inclined his
ear unto me, therefore will I call upon
I will be attending the University of
him as long as I live”. (KJV)
Mississippi (Ole Miss) in the summer

Total Health Sunday
by Sis. LaWanda Parks

Get your health screenings
done!

The Health Ministry will sponsor its
annual "Total Health Sunday" event
on August 18, 2013 from 9 a.m.— 2
p.m. We have invited several local
medical providers to provide physical and mental screenings and/or
information for our congregation.
The Health Ministry members will

also be available to monitor blood
pressures, weights, and glucose
levels and provide fitness information. For questions, please contact
Sis. Nkeba Bell at
gpgnursing@yahoo.com

Charlene Boykin

Chris Fowler

Lela Colbert

Maggie Woods

Morgan Ross

Olmec Martin

LaQuandra Dixon

Monica Lanos

Quinton Martin

Shannan Ross

Shonna Clark

Alice Walker

Anthony Wilson

Cecily Hampton

Gary Morris

Kenneth Garner

Stephanie Butler

Theo Montgomery

Kevin Henderson

William Clark

Aretha Wilson

Willard Starland

Monica Wall

Jeanette Harris

Sade’ Aultman

Kianca Stringfellow

Tiffany Davis

Travia Brown

Ron Fortner

Derrick Jones

Tasheka Rodgers

Jennifer Ashley

Courtney Stringfellow

Anthony Stewart

Tyrone Ashley

Priscilla Edwards

Laverne Stewart

Annette Bennett

Employment Workshop!

Deacon’s Corner
God is truly in this place! The Word is going forth, souls are being saved and lives are being
changed. We, the Deacons of Greater Pearlie Grove, are humbled to know that God is using us to bring glory and honor to Himself through the service and care rendered to His people. It is no small task, and we do not take our responsibilities lightly.
The care of the membership is addressed through our Family Ministry, which is noted below.
Members are assigned to groups according to their last name. Andrew Moncure assists
Groups 1 & 2 and Greg Walker assists Groups 3 & 4.
Group 1 – ABCDEF
Anthony Clay
Daryl Jones
Willie Tucker

Group 3 – MNOPQR
James Hart
Jonas James
Michael Parks

Group 2 – GHIJKL
Van Jefferson
Leonard Mack
Herman Mainor

Group 4 – STUVWXYZ
Greg Davenport
Levorn Lipsey
Larry McCook

It is our prayer that members will learn their Deacon and utilize the Family Ministry to report
sickness, request prayer, give praise reports, etc., instead of calling our Pastor. Deacons
were chosen to tend to the needs of God’s people while the Apostles focused on prayer and
ministry of the Word. As a result, the Word of God spread, and the number of disciples increased (Acts 6:1-7). Therefore, we ask you to be accountable to one another and to contact your Deacons with questions, comments or issues.
On June 30, 2013, we held our first “Meet the Deacons” Gathering, which allowed members
to meet and talk with their Deacon face to face. If you were unable to attend the first Gathering, we sincerely hope you will be able to attend the next one, which is scheduled for Sunday, September 29, 2013.
On Saturday, August 10, 2013, we will hold our “New Members Mixer” for members joining
between September 2011 and August 2013. We are asking members who have joined
Greater Pearlie Grove during the afore-mentioned time frame and Ministry Leaders to
R.S.V.P. with their Deacon by Sunday, July 28, 2013. We look forward to seeing you there.
In closing, please know that we are genuinely concerned about you! If you have not volunteered to be a part of a ministry, we encourage you to join a ministry of your choice. After all,
God has done and is doing so much for you. Isn’t it time for you to do something for Him?
START SERVING!!!!!!!
GPG Deacon Ministry
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Happy Anniversary to July, August, and September Couples!

Stacy & Nekesha Dunbar

Michael & LaWanda Parks

July 9th (8 years)

July 2nd (8 years)

Stevie & Nekita Adams
July 8th (7 years)
Guy & Mary Ann Dobson
July 3rd (31 years)

Jonas & Bridgette James
July 16th (19 years)

Larry & Patricia McCook
July 6th (28 years)

Calvin & Yvonne Cunning
August 14th (37 years)
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Happy Anniversary to July, August, and September Couples!

Leonard and JoAnn Mack

Pastor Stephen & First Lady Vickie Mason

September 4th (8 years)

September 5th (27 years)

Not Pictured:
Frank & Deborah Rhodes
July 31st (14 years)
Jermaine & Christie Cunning
August 6th
Sam & Tawana Smith
August 13th (2 years)

Michael & Leslia Davis
September 5th (15 years)

Leon & Gwen Bryant
August 24th

Christopher & Felica Wells
September 14th (5 years)

Van & Carolyn Jefferson
September 5th (26 years)
Marvin & Tashauna Bolls
September 15th (7 years)

Our Mission

GREATER PEARLIE GROVE

1640 West County Line Road
Jackson, MS 39213

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them

Phone: 601-354-2026
Fax: 601-969-6027
E-mail: secretary@gpgmbc.org

Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with
you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen
It is the desire of this local church to fulfill the job
description that has been given to us in

We’re on the Web
www.gpgmbc.org

Matthew 28:19-20.
“Where Our Mission is to Learn, Grow and Serve”

July Birthdays

August Birthdays

September Birthdays



LaWanda Parks - 2nd



Gwen Bryant - 2nd



Margaret Mason - 4th



JoAnn Mack - 7th



Cedric Dale - 5th



Serena Washington - 5th



Vickie Hicks - 10th



Calvin Cunning - 9th



JoAnn Mack - 7th



Leonard Taylor - 11th



Jalin Thompson - 10th



Jacob Jordan - 13th



William Humes, Sr. - 12th





Camron Christian Wells - 14th



Rhoena Rhodes - 12th

Andrew Davis - 11th

Mary Ann Dobson - 16th

Rev. Stephen Mason - 14th

Alisha Gibson - 14th







Amanda Thomas - 16th

Angenette Dixon - 19th

Yvonne Cunning - 15th







Irwin Davenport - 18th

Frank Rhodes - 19th

Bridgette James - 15th







Xorica Adams - 21st

William Humes, Jr. - 20th

C’Aira Paige - 16th







Eronisha Banks - 18th





Takeshia Fields - 22nd



Juan Brown - 23rd



Shermeka Haynes - 25th



Pat Cloy - 30th



Olivia Weatherspoon - 19th



Shondria Williams - 23rd



Alexandria Thomas - 30th



Van Jefferson - 23rd



Toinette Jackson - 25th



Ed Wiggins - 28th



Charlease Jordan - 27th



Gregory Davenport, Sr. - 29th



Ethan Wiggins - 27th



Leslia Davis - 29th



Christopher Wells, Jr - 29th

